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A Tiny, Shared Space for Creative Types

Susan Walsh

The Studio Recycled in Peekskill is the brainchild of Simon Draper.

By SUSAN HODARA

Published: February 4, 2011

PEEKSKILL, N.Y.

IN a small storefront on a commercial

street here is a tiny artist’s studio, a

plywood shed 6 feet by 6 feet by 9 feet.

Its walls are adorned inside and out;

some parts are painted with stripes,

others paneled with posters and

colorful drawings. Called the Studio

Recycled, it is the latest brainchild of

Simon Draper, an artist and the

founder of Habitat for Artists, a Peekskill-based

organization whose goals include fostering engagement

between artists and their communities.

Since its inception in 2008, Habitat for Artists has erected

and dismantled more than 40 sheds that served as short-

term workspaces for local artists in strategic locations

throughout the Northeast. Many of the tiny studios were

outdoors and were used by individuals. Because of the

season, the Peekskill shed is indoors; it is also one of several

Habitat projects geared to multiple artists.

The studio and the 240-square-foot storefront in which it

was constructed have become a temporary project space

for nearly 30 artists, a place where they can work

independently and collaboratively (though not all at the

same time) until the whole setup is disassembled at the end

of March.

“We’re forming a creative community where artists can

work and enter into dialogue with one another,” said Mr.

Draper, 50, a native of Wales who has lived in Cold Spring
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Lisa Breznak, a sculptor, w orked on

pieces to add to the w alls.

A version of this article appeared in print on February 6, 2011, on page

WE11 of the New  York edition.

since 1997. During the short life of the Studio Recycled, Mr.

Draper hopes ideas will be exchanged and artwork will be

created. Yet there is no stipulation that artists produce

completed work, nor will there be an exhibition at the project’s conclusion.

“When artists are collaborating, creativity becomes a way of thinking and acting on those

thoughts, rather than winding up with a finished product,” Mr. Draper said. “In that

sense, this project is a representation of the creative process.”

Open since mid-January, the Studio Recycled is precisely what its name implies. The shed

is constructed from parts of previous Habitat sheds, its sections often layered with artwork,

bearing witness to past artists’ projects. All of Habitat’s studios are built from reused and

reclaimed materials to minimize the artists’ carbon footprints. Sustainability is often

incorporated into the artwork, as well.

“I’m encouraging people to contribute materials and even completed projects to rework or

share with others,” Mr. Draper said.

On a recent afternoon, Lisa Breznak, a sculptor from Peekskill, was carving small chunks

of polystyrene into figures she called “Recycled Souls” and then pinning them along the

upper edges of the studio’s walls.

“I’m using off-cuts from my larger sculptures,” Ms. Breznak said, “and I’m also eyeballing

things other people have brought in.”

Mr. Draper said a shed could be assembled in a couple of days for about $1,500, including

labor and maintenance. “We’re finding ways for artists to do work that is vibrant and vital

without needing a huge budget,” he said.

The Studio Recycled is being financed by Mr. Draper, but earlier Habitat for Artists

projects have been co-sponsored by organizations including Turner Construction

Company, ecoartspace and Rank Realty. Artists pay nothing to work in the sheds.

In terms of participating artists, the studio in Peekskill is Habitat’s largest yet. Its most

recent group project, “You Are Here,” which took place in October in Rosendale, N.Y.,

consisted of 15 artists, some of whom are also involved in the Studio Recycled.

“We’ve extended the group in order to connect artists from Peekskill with Habitat artists

from around the region,” Mr. Draper said. And to connect with the surrounding

community, there will be a reception on Feb. 12, a benefit sale of artwork on March 5 and

6, and impromptu events throughout the project’s run.

“It’s important for people to realize that there are serious artists living and working among

them,” Mr. Draper said.

The Studio Recycled will be operational through March 31 in the Temporary Project

Space, 1215 Park Street, Peekskill. Open to the public Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m., or by

appointment. Reception, Feb. 12, noon to 5 p.m.; benefit artwork sale, March 5 and 6, 10

to 6 p.m. For more information: habitatforartists.org or (845) 216-3507.

 Click here to get 50% off Home Delivery of The New York Times.

Ads by Google what's this?

Bed & Bath Coupons Beyond
Top Coupons & Savings on Top Stores

Go to Complete List »

Find your dream home with

The New Y ork Times Real  Estate

Fan  The New Y ork Times on

Facebook

The new issue of T is here

Watch  today 's top v ideos

Keep up w ith the latest new s from Washington w ith the

daily Politics e-mail new sletter. See Sample

conner@highlands.com   
Change E-mail Address  |   Privacy Policy

Politics E-Mail

MOST POPULAR

1 . Recipes for Health: Slow-Baked Beans With Kale

2. Well: Teenagers, Friends and Bad Decisions

3. Gail Collins: The Siege of Planned Parenthood

4. State of the Art: For iPhone, Almost Heav en

5. E-Readers Catch Younger Ey es and Go in

Backpacks

6. Domestic Liv es: Chicken Vanishes, Heartbreak

Ensues

7 . Editorial: Politics and the Court

8. In a Gray ing Population, Business Opportunity

9. Lost in Las Vegas

10. Nicholas D. Kristof: We Are All Egy ptians

Extreme New Zealand
ALSO IN TRAVEL »

4 emerging destinations

San Francisco's Italian flavor

ADVERTISEMENTS

Ads by Google what's this?

Assumption Church& School
Peekskill's Roman Catholic Parish

with an outstanding Catholic School

www.assumptionpeekskill.org

E-MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

E-MAILED BLOGGED SEARCHED VIEWED

2/5/2011 At the Studio Recycled in Peekskill, Artis…

nytimes.com/2011/02/06/…/06artwe.ht… 2/3



Bed & Bath Coupons Beyond & More!

www.ShopAtHome.com

Get Free E-mail Alerts on These Topics

Art

Sculpture

Peekskill (NY)

REAL ESTATE »

The Lucky  Break of Rent

Stabilization

OPINION »

Op-Ed: Why  Yemen Won’t

Fall

FASHION & STYLE »

Yoga’s Stress Relief: An

Aid for Infertility ?

N.Y. / REGION »

Blighted Area? These

Business Owners Disagree

OPINION »

Bloggingheads:
Security or
Human Rights
David Corn and James

Pinkerton debate Egypt

and American foreign

policy.

WORLD »

In Taliban Heartland,

Coalition Forces Dig In

Home  World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Autos Back to Top

© 2011 The New  York Times Company  Privacy  Your Ad Choices  Terms of Service  Corrections  RSS  First Look  Help  Contact Us  Work for Us  Advertise  Site Map

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM
 

2/5/2011 At the Studio Recycled in Peekskill, Artis…

nytimes.com/2011/02/06/…/06artwe.ht… 3/3


